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Lesson 1:   Side-Lit & Top-Lit Definitions
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For the purposes of daylight harvesting all daylit spaces can be broken down into 
Top-Lit, Side-Lit, or both. 

Top-Lit Applications

Skylight
Roof

Light Well

Ceiling

Electric Lights

Top-lit applications are often the 

easiest to design and have the 

highest provable rate of return for 

your client.

“Horizontal glazing” comes in 

many forms - the most effective is 

diffused skylights.

Examples of top-lit low-rise ap-

plications include warehouses and 

retail stores.

Side-Lit Applications
Roof (ceiling)
Wall

Electric Lights

Glazing

Wall

Side-lit applications also offer a 

large potential for energy savings, 

but require more careful consid-

eration during design and com-

missioning,.


